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Part | - THE CONCERT
Find a place to play...
The Booking Pitch

In order to present your recital, you’re going to need to find a place that
will offer you a stage. Let’s pretend that your college does not have a
recital hall or any other place to hold a concert. You need to approach a
venue in the town where your school is located (this may be a cool idea
even if your school DOES have a recital space). Depending on your music
and the kind of vibe you’d like to have at your recital, possibilities might
include a coffee shop, art gallery, public library, jazz club, book store, re-
cord store, or any other space (whether or not it traditionally presents con-
certs) that you could envision yourself playing and your audience enjoying
the experience. You're then going to have to approach them and ask if you
can present a concert. There are four main components of an e-mail sent
to secure a gig — a booking pitch. You need to briefly establish credibility,
state what you are requesting, and describe the value that you’re able to
offer to the venue. Then, close by letting the owner know where they can
find out more about you and thanking them for their time. As discussed
in Chapter 7, it’s important to consider what you’re offering, rather than
just asking the owner to give you the thing that you need. Describing the
value that you bring to the venue or presenter is the most important part
of your pitch.

What are three to five things about you that establish your credibility as an
aspiring professional musician?

My Answer:

Award-wirwmer at Fischotff Chamber Music Competition
Active inthe North Americon Saxophone Alliance inciwding
national conferences and solo- competitions

Maintainv private teaching studio-of 15 studenty
Saxophone instructor at Interlochen Arty Camp

Your Answer:
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What are you requesting?

My Answer:

A dote to-present my senior recitold at the Finest Arty Art
Gallery.

Your Answer:

What value can you bring to the venue/presenter? How will they benefit
from having your concert in their space?

My Answer:

My studenty and their faomilies will attend, along withv
my friends ond fomidy. I cowv bring av good-siged crowd
and 'l have w receptionw after the recitul so-that they'l
have time to-look at the aut as well. I convhelp the gallery
attract o amdience that hasnw't beev therve before.

Your Answer:

Where can the venue owner find out more about you — where can they hear
your music or see a photo, etc?

My Answer:
www.facebook.com/brianhornermunsic
www. youtube.com/brianhornermusic

Your Answer:
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Now, combine the answers to these three questions into a coherent book-
ing pitch.

My Answer:

Hello,

I'mv v saxophone student at the University of Michigaw
School of Music. I wos ownvawowrd-wirwer at the prestigious
Fuschoff Chawmber MWCowweﬁ,t’wwaMd/axwvacﬁ/v@ inthe
NorthAmerican Saxophone Alliance; attending national
conferences and pourticipating intheir solo-competitions.

Additionally, I've beenw awnv instructor at Interlochenw Arty
Academy ond I maintainv v private teaching studio- of
15 studenty.

I'd love to-present my senior recitod at yowr beauntifd Finest
ArtyArt Gallery and o writing to-fund out if this might be
possible. I would be able to-attract ahealtivy crowd to- your
gallery. My studenty and their fomilies would come, ands
they would be new visitors to- youwr gallery since they live
in Bellevile, MI, and donwt uwsually come into-ArwvArbor.
My friends and family will be theve as well, and everyone
will howe tume to-enjoy the ot duwring the reception I wy
blammwxq/toho{d/afterth@comwrt @tkatbtm@ht
be beneficial for bothv of us!

Youw con read move about me o my Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/brionhornermusic and cow see wy videos
at www. youtube.com/brianhornermusic

Thank yow for youwr tume and consideration - please feel
free to- contoct me. with oy questions yow might have.

Sincerely,
Briowv Horner
€22 0822 %7%22%%
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Your Answer:




